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TEACHING OF READING SKILLS TO ENGINEERING STUDENTS

Effective communication is all about conveying messages to other people clearly and unambiguously with as little distortion as possible. For a successful life in any sphere of activity, communication skills are of primary importance. Today the aviation organizations are constantly looking forward for the candidates who have sound communication skills in addition to good technical knowledge. Those who cannot communicate well will lose out; they get much less credit for their achievements than they deserve. In fact, many engineering students do not possess these required skills and as a result they are not offered good jobs in the reputed multinational companies.

Having kept this factor in mind, the English language teacher should give utmost importance to the English communication development which is essential in the present scenario with an objective to make the job aspirants gainfully employed. Reading is an important communicative process and reading skills are probably the most important language skills required for academic and professional purposes. Comprehension in reading refers to the identification of the central theme, main ideas, supporting details, and writing patterns. Francis Bacon rightly said, “Reading makes a man complete”. Reading helps a student improve his vocabulary, develops the comprehension ability and increases the language style. Hence, the teacher should take this into consideration and help the student master the skills of reading. 

To develop the reading skills in the engineering students the English language teacher can give a few reading comprehensions in the form of stories, descriptions and narrations. The learners can be encouraged by allowing them to follow the different methods of reading such as skimming and scanning. Following this the students can be asked to pick out the difficult words and to derive the meaning of those words from the context. In this way, the students will improve their vocabulary besides comprehending the given passage without the help of a dictionary. 

In order to be an efficient reader, one needs to develop visual perception skills. Visual perception is a basic requirement for reading effectiveness because we recognize a word through sight. Inaccurate visual perception may lead to visual misunderstanding and lack of comprehension. It may also lead to confusion and misunderstanding. The English language teacher should encourage his students to develop their visual perception skills. 

 
The English language teachers teaching engineering students should develop new and exciting means of integrating language in all aspects with innovative technologies. They should encourage the students to allow for mistakes, open themselves to possibilities, and trust their intuition. Students need to expertise their reading skills irrespective of their educational standards. Clearly, then, the teacher’s role is crucial. He needs to promote reading and by his own espousal of reading as valid occupation, persuade students of its benefit. 
Having the right both reading and communication skills will surely equip the students with a liberating confidence and ability to express themselves and helps them to widen their career prospects. It is one way of enhancing their potential for earning by making them stand out for career growth and advancement.
