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Are we 10 years away from artificial life?

Scientists have made tremendous strides in coding/decoding human and animal
genomes, synthesizing DNA and cloning. Creating artificial, functioning biological organisms
seems to present a tremendous leap beyond any of these abilities. But some of the companies and
researchers involved/working in the quest for artificial life believe that the 10-year time
frame/limit is possible. Not only that - they say that the development of wet artificial life (as it's
often called) will radically effect/affect our views of biological life and our place in the
world/universe.

Wet artificial life is not a modified or genetically engineered organism. It's life created

entirely from basic parts. Biologists have some basic ideas about which qualities artificial life
needs to possess/present in order to be considered living/alive.
First, artificial life needs to have DNA or genetic code. It also needs to be able to reproduce and
to pass on its genetic code. The life form then needs somewhere to place its genetic code, a
protective capsule/casing or membrane, similar to a cell wall that keeps the DNA and other parts
together.

Developing some of these characteristics presents many challenges/problems to
researchers. But one Harvard scientist predicted that great advances/achievements would be
made in creating cell membranes. To create DNA, some scientists advocate placing nucleotides
(the building blocks of DNA) inside the cell casing. The nucleotides could somehow be
combined to form DNA. That itself might pose a challenge.
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