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The need of Aviation English teachers for additional training course
The article is considered with the need of Aviation English teachers for additional training course as an essential component for successful teaching of Aviation English. The course development is important for both newcomer teachers and professionals who haven’t had previous experience in teaching aviation terminology and want to improve their English in a work environment or as qualification-based training. 
English as an international language becomes more and more important for successful communication between people from different countries. It is especially important for aviation safety all over the world. The role of English in communications in all fields of aviation cannot be overestimated nowadays. 
The International Civil Aviation Organization has implemented the requirements on English language proficiency that seek to improve communications between pilots and controllers thereby enhancing safety.

Insufficient English language proficiency on the part of the flight crew or an air traffic control operator can play a contributing role in the succession of events resulting in the accidents. Among the key factors the air crash investigators specify in their reports are: 
· incorrect use of standardized phraseology; 
· lack of plain language proficiency; 

· the use of more than one language in the same airspace. [1]
The last above-mentioned factor can also be an indicator of insufficient plain English competency, which leads into automatic mother tongue shifting in case of emergency situations.

  There is no form of speech more suitable for human communication than natural language according to modern linguistic research. Any  procedure,  that  slows  down  communication, becomes unacceptably problematic and perhaps even dangerous in unusual  circumstances  or  during  an  emergency. That is why the ICAO language proficiency requirements seek to improve the correct use of standard phraseology and plain English in aviation environment.

According to ICAO doc 9835 “Language teaching is a professional activity that requires specialized training and is further distinguished from other teaching activities because of the unique nature of language learning: a complex blend of skill, knowledge and cultural awareness, combining physical components with mental and communicative processes”. [1]
English language teachers do not teach the students how to fly or how to manage traffic but how to conduct effective communication in English language environment. However, it is important that the aviation content being taught is technically accurate so that the students will trust the course as a reliable learning resource. 
The graduates from the Foreign Languages Faculties do not have any practice and even training in Aviation English. They hardly know how to teach their students to become sufficient in this specific sphere of language. They have to start their teaching career under the supervision of more experienced trainers. The newcomer teachers are also motivated to get additional training attending the special course of Aviation English for teachers. 
The field covered by the term “aviation language” is relatively broad. It could include all of the language uses in different  aviation professions  (engineers,  technicians,  mechanics, air traffic control operators, commercial  staff,  flight  crews,  cabin crews, etc.) within the  aviation sphere, which itself includes specializations such as aircraft design, aircraft maintenance, aircraft operations, air traffic control management, regulation, airport operations, passenger care and flight crew operations. 
Standardized ICAO phraseology is sometimes referred to as a kind of jargon, a specialized code specific to air traffic controllers and flight crews. The principal linguistic characteristics of standardized phraseology (D. Philps, 1991) are a reduced vocabulary (around 400 words) in which each word has a precise meaning, often exclusive to the aviation domain, and short sentences resulting from the deletion of “function words” such as determiners (the, your, etc.), auxiliary and link verbs (is/are), subject pronouns (I, you, we) and many prepositions. Sentences also frequently contain nominalizations (verbs transformed into nouns).  A  high  proportion  of  sentences  (around  50  per  cent)  are  imperative  or  passive. [2]
The examples of such sentences are: 

Stand by.   
Say again.   
Cleared for take off.

Identified.
Climb flight level 80. 

Descend immediately. 
The introduction of Training Course for Aviation English Teachers will be able to provide specific training for teachers. The methodology for teaching Aviation English in the context of the ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices along with personal aviation language development will result from working with expert teacher trainers.

The objective of the training is to develop the course participants’ knowledge of Aviation English and English Language teaching skills within an aviation context, including a practical review of current methodology and classroom practice. Although an aviation background is an advantage, the course is designed to enable English language teachers who have little or no prior knowledge of aviation to teach Aviation English to Aviation Personnel. As all lessons have an aviation context, every part of the course contributes towards expanding the trainees' Aviation English knowledge.[4]
The course planning plays a vital role. There will be a group needs analysis at the beginning of the course of training. Sessions will be planned accordingly, taking into account participants' methodological awareness and aviation background.

The course can content lessons from Aviation English teaching methodology. The following areas will be covered as an example:

 
Task design;
 
Phonology - issues of international comprehensibility. Discrimination and production;
 
Listening skills - for gist, specific information and inference;
 
Teaching to the ICAO descriptors;
 
Assessing a trainee’s level regarding the ICAO descriptors;
 
Plain English for Pilots and Air Traffic Controllers;
 
Sourcing, creating and exploiting appropriate teaching materials;
 
Using aviation DVD materials for comprehension and language skills development;
 
Testing progress and achievement;
 
Teaching functional language, appropriate to ICAO doc 9835;
The lessons of Aviation English, adapted to meet trainees’ specific requirements, can cover areas such as:

 
Aircraft structures and systems;
 
Aviation and airport organisation;
 
Flight operations and flight safety;
 
ATC organisation and control of airspace;
 
En-route, aerodrome and approach control;
 
ICAO R/T phraseology and procedures;
 
Standard and non-standard phraseology;
 
Incidents and accidents.[4]
Aviation English teachers can succeed in their career following the next recommendations:

1. To teach in context of aviation, because students can quickly lose interest when they are faced with topics that are unrelated to their future working places.

2. To focus on good communication. It is crucial that classes give exposure to authentic radio exchanges that feature deviations from the routine in aviation operations. It is very important to focus on how good communication plays a vital role in the resolution of non-routine and emergency situations.

3. To be technically accurate so that the students will trust the courseware as a reliable learning resource.

4. To determine training goals. The learners should be familiar with the subject they are learning. They should have sufficient opportunities to practice and consolidate this language in order to reach these learning objectives successfully.

5. To offer accessible yet challenging course material. Much aviation-related material in English is targeted at a native-speaker audience. Texts and listening scripts should be both accessible to pre-operational users of English and challenging at the same time.

6. To keep lessons varied. For aviation English classes to appeal to a wide range of learning styles and differences in personality, it is important that there is variety in the training methodology employed. Learning is likely to be more successful when learners are faced with different exercise types and practice activities

7. To encourage creativity. No one knows the work environment better than the professionals (the controllers or aviation engineers) themselves. Although, the students as future specialists should be provided with the opportunity to be creative and to explore and experiment with language use in a work-related context.

8. To generate interest. Above all, courseware should engage, stimulate and provoke, and encourage genuine interest in subject matter. Communication in the classroom should be meaningful; the most effective learning takes place when controllers forget they are learning. [3]
The students expect their teachers to be logical in introduction basic information before more complex one not only in the language key but also in technical matter. For instance, the parts of the aircraft or the functions of landing gear will be interesting information for the beginning students. In addition, the undergraduate students require situations closely connected to their working environment. The students also need more use of audio and video material for improving listening comprehension and vocabulary. The content should provide situations applicable in some way to the students’ professional environment.
Conclusion
The successful aviation English training depends on the combination of quality training materials, motivated learners and committed and qualified trainers.
In consequence of conducting analysis of ICAO documents and circulars covered the questions, connected with Aviation English professional competence, there was turned out the importance of additional training course implementation for English language teachers starting their professional career in the field of aviation. It is recommended to implement the Course of advanced training in duration of at least 54 hours of studying. The role of English in aviation safety is crucial. The sufficient knowledge of English (not lower than Operational Level 4 for pilots and controllers) to a large extent depends on the trainers’ professionalism and awareness on the latest developments in the aviation sphere. 
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