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DIDACTIC VALUE OF DICTIONARIES IN PROFESSION-ORIENTED FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY

Dictionaries are considered to be of great value to education in general and to foreign language training in particular. They occupy a special place among the text teaching resources as a source of information so that they are necessary supplements to coursebooks expanding their boundaries and providing background and additional information. Taking into account the value of dictionaries in spreading knowledge and culture, Landau states that the term “dictionary” is powerful and suggests authority, scholarship and precision [2, p. 21].
Because of containing the achievements of science and the wisdom of nations, dictionaries make considerable impact on the students’ personal and professional development increasing their intellectual capacity, improving their memory and thinking, expanding their horizons as well as perfecting their native and foreign languages. The use of dictionaries is a multi-training activity, which in its significance is one of the main activities among others in the process of profession-oriented foreign language study.
Dictionary as a didactic aid performs functions aimed primarily at the formation and development of such leading competencies in the future specialists’ preparation as: search-informational competence (the ability to carry out search activity using the latest advanced technologies at a professional level through the development of practical skills of dictionary activity, the analysis of the received information and its usage) [1, p. 61]; communicative competence (the ability to use the language depending on the situation, a person’s specific quality acquired in the process of communication or specially organized training) [6, p. 132]; foreign language professional competence (fluency of professional terminology; fluency in vocabulary on social subjects; the ability to use special foreign literature; the ability to apply the acquired skills in future professional activities; the ability to compose business letters, abstracts, resumes and other documents; the ability to search for and select information; possession of appropriate discursive competence; the ability to achieve professional growth in a foreign environment) [4, p. 117-118]. According to N.O. Mykytenko foreign language communicative competence of a future specialist is defined as a complex creation, an integral characteristic of professional, business and personal qualities, the  ability to demonstrate highly effective communication skills in the process of profession-oriented foreign language communication [3, p. 17]. 
Consequently, the benefıts of dictionaries for the students of higher educational institutions should not be ignored at the foreign language classes. On the one hand, dictionaries contribute to a thorough study of all academic disciplines and, in particular, of native and foreign languages. On the other hand, dictionaries, as indispensable additions to coursebooks, help students perceive, understand, operate, analyse and absorb a significant amount of information which is constantly increasing, especially in the field of the chosen future profession.

When conducting dictionary activity with the students of a higher school, it is very important to follow the principle of profession oriented educational activity which suggests “professional painting” of all kinds of activities in a foreign language class [5, p. 105]. It should be noted that only students with a rich range of learning experience are well prepared for acquiring much of a foreign language through the usage of dictionaries in their studies. 
It is necessary to make a dictionary an indispensable assistant of a teacher and a student as the facilities it provides in teaching and learning foreign languages and other subjects are noteworthy. Having analysed the existing materials on the issue of cognitive and practical value of dictionaries in the process of study, we consider the possibility that in foreign language training it should be paid more attention to different types of dictionary activity at the foreign language classes. That makes it possible to increase the volume of the received information, to expand vocabulary, to improve speech and to increase productivity of students and teachers.

Thus, dictionaries are a powerful learning tool that according to its characteristics and educational potential can be an effective means of formation of foreign language communicative competence of a future specialist. 
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