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ADVANCED METHODOLOGY OF ENGLISH VOCABULARY IMPROVEMENT 

Learning English includes learning phonetics, grammar and vocabulary. The amount of one’s vocabulary is an illustration how many material that person is able to comprehend and read. Person who wants to be successful have to improve his/her vocabulary, especially students. Entering the educational institutions depends on the results of English testing. Ability to understand and use words properly predetermines the success or failure of applicants.

Almost every student who studies foreign languages is facing with a problem of vocabulary improvement. One of the most widely used methods of learning English words is overlearning, but it is considered to be low effective way. Mechanic repetition takes a lot of time and effort, however all words get to the short-term memory and person can remember only 20% of them. 

Another advanced method is learning by means of morphemes. This method allows understanding and memorising new words by knowing certain prefixes, suffixes and roots. 

For instance, prefixes: “ab-”,“abs-” – away, from, apart – absent; “anti-” – against – antidote, antitoxic; “bi-” – two – biennial, bicycle; “homo-” – same – homonym; “syn-”, “sym-” – together – sympathy, synchronise; 

Suffixes: “-acy” – state or quality of – accuracy; “-et”, “-ette” – small – puppet, marionette; “-ion” – condition or action of – persuasion; “-tude” – quality or degree of – altitude, gratitude; 

Roots: “cap” (from capire) – take – captive; “cor” – heart – cordial; “de” – god – deify, deity; “loc” (from locus) – place – location, local; “luc” (from lux) – light – elucidate.

The advantages of morpheme learning method are known morphemes usage and associative memorising. Large part of any language elements is borrowed from Old Greek and Latin. Studying English by using well known morphemes and words that came from them allows to improve vocabulary significantly. 

The second advantage of morpheme learning method is broadening both active and passive vocabulary. Active vocabulary is the vocabulary that we can recall and use at will when the situation requires it. With passive vocabulary, we can listen and understand. Traditional methods, comparing with morpheme method, help to improve only passive one. Except this fact, overlearning causes difficulties in speaking. 

Author suggests implementing morpheme method into English studies in educational institutions. Further research must be done in developing exercises and methodology that will help to improve English vocabulary by means of morpheme method.
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