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LEGALIZATION OF EUTHANASIA

Legalization of euthanasia is very much debatable question all over the
worlds. A right to live is supported by states. At the same time, if a right to die
is a part of a right to live or it is totally against it, is the key moment to
understand the need to legalize euthanasia.

The first countries to legalize euthanasia were the Netherlands in 2001
and Belgium in 2002. In 1997 Oregon became the first state in the United States
to decriminalize physician-assisted suicide; opponents of the controversial law,
however, attempted to have it overturned. In 2009 the Supreme Court of South
Korea recognized a “right to die with dignity” in its decision to approve a
request by the family of a brain-dead woman that she is removed from life-
support systems [1].

Proponents of the euthanasia legalization gives the following arguments to
accept “the right to die” on the level of the law: it is a right to die; it is a right to
choose; it is not immoral; it protects self-hood and human dignity; it does not
harm to others; it is properly regulated; everyone has a right to a good death,
therefore a good death must not be denied to those who want one; it does not
shorten lifespan by as much as is portrayed [2].

At the same time, the opponents of euthanasia legalization give the
following contradictions: it encourages vulnerable people to end their lives; it
gives too much power to doctors to kill; euthanasia or assisted suicide destroys
trust between the patient and the physician. Rather than doing their best to
search for better solutions, they will be discouraged because they know that a
quick and painless solution is already available — which is killing. Doctors and
other healthcare providers will also be less committed to provide palliative care
and save lives because. Since euthanasia became legal in the Netherlands,
the number of euthanasia deaths has been substantially increased. In 2006, there
were only 1,923 reported euthanasia deaths in the Netherlands. In 2007, the
number increased to 2,120. And in 2011, almost 4,000 physician assisted deaths
were reported. Studies estimate that this figure will likely to increase
significantly over the next few years they have a “legal right to kill” [3].

There are two main types of euthanasia in the world. An active euthanasia
is a right of a healthy person to go out of his or her life. Such a right is legalized
In some countries of the European Union. According to the second type of
euthanasia that is passive, it is a right of a deathly ill person to choose not to
live in very hard conditions but to die using a right of a person on honorable
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death. Such a right may be used not just by a deathly ill person but by his or her
relatives. We have to admit that on the one hand, it may be really useful if we
discuss the situation of a person that is about to die without any chance to live.
If such a deathly ill person needs much money not for medical treatment but
just for support till death, so legalized euthanasia may be really the right
opportunity. On the other hand, nobody can be sure that a person that is about
to die will really die. It is not a surprise that sometimes even deathly ill people
may survive even if an official answer from the side of medicine was negative.
In such a case the use of euthanasia may be understood just like murder.

In India passive euthanasia is legal now. The Supreme Court on March 9
ruled that individuals had a right to die with dignity, allowing passive
euthanasia with guidelines. The need to change euthanasia laws was triggered
by the famous Aruna Shanbaug case. The top court in 2011 had recognised
passive euthanasia in Aruna Shanbaug case by which it had permitted
withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment from patients not in a position to make
an informed decision [4].

Discussing euthanasia legalization in Ukraine, we support Oksana
Myronets. She agrees with an idea that the so-called ““a right to die” is a part of
the right to a person’s life, but legalizing this of this phenomenon in Ukraine is
questionable. Medicine in Ukraine is not at the level required by the modern
development of a society. In our opinion, the legalization of euthanasia in our
state will lead to a large number of abuses from the side of doctors in case when
it will be easier to interrupt the patient’s life than to treat him or her, and, for
example, by relatives of a patient who will have, for example, certain
mercenary motives. One cannot rule out the risk of an incorrect diagnosis of a
patient and errors of doctors. It is worth mentioning that the authorization of
euthanasia may suspend research and the search for medical drugs from
incurable or severe illnesses in the field of medicine and healthcare. An
alternative to this phenomenon is the use of analgesics that reduce the patient’s
suffering. Taking into account the mentioned above, it can be argued that
Ukrainian society is not yet ready to legalize euthanasia. Perhaps in the future,
Ukraine will take such a step, but to date, the interruption of a person’s life,
even with a view to freeing the patient from suffering, is a criminal offence and
involves criminal liability [5, p. 57-58].

Summarizing the mentioned above, we have to stress that life is the best
value that should be supported by every country in the world. This
understanding should be the fundament in a state’s policy including euthanasia.
Just if a society is ready to legalize a right to die, a country has to make the
correspondent legislation.
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OCOBJIMBOCTI CUCTEMU OCBITHBOI TIPOI'PAMU HIKOJISIPIB
TA CTYAEHTIB Y CIHIOJIYYEHUX HITATAX AMEPUKHU

OcBiTa — HEBIJ €MHA CKJIaJI0Ba >KUTTS JIIOAWHU. B KOXHIN KpaiHl TUTHHA
MOYMHAE CBIM IUISIX KUTTSA CaM€ 3 OCBITH CIIOYATKYy JAMTIYOTO CaT04Ka, MOTIM
IIKOJM, a Jajil Kojemki Ta yHiBepcuteTu. Cnomyueni llltatu Amepuku €
KpaiHOIO Jie BECh Yac MPOXOIUTh MOJEPHI3allisl OCBITH, aJIKE€ Y KOXKHOMY IIITATI
KpaiHu aie cBos cuctema ocBitu gited. Ocpita CIHIA moautseTbes 3a TUM
cCaMUM TPUHIIMIIOM 10 1 B O11bIIOCTI KpaiH €Bponu. KoxxHy IUTHHY BIIAAI0OTh
crovyaTtky 1o Kindergarten, 1¢ OCHOBHUM 3aBIaHHSM € MIATOTOBKA JTUTHHH O
mKonu. Taki caloykh MOXYTh OyTH TIPUBATHUMH, JCPKABHUMH YH
KOONEpPaTUBHUMM, IXHS MeTa 1 oOprasizamis poOOTH BiAPIZHAETHCS MIXK
c0000,TaK caMO SIK 1 PO3BUTOK JiTeH (3a pemiridiHUMHU OCOOJIMBOCTSIMH), alie
«ycCl JIOIM B PIBHIM Mipi MalOTh MPaBO Ha OCBITY 1 MOBHWHHI KOPUCTYBATUCS
II0JlaMU HayKuW», sK 3aneBHsSB @Dpinpix Exrensc [1], ToMy HaBYaHHA €
TOJIOBHOIO CKJIQJIOBOIO PO3BUTKY JiTed B OyIb-skid kpaiHi. B Awmepui
CTBOPEH1 OCBITHI 3aKjaAyl JJIsl PI3HUX PENITIMHUX CHITLHOT Ta HAIlOHATBHUX
MEHIITMH, TPOlyMaHa cucTeMa KoM(GOPTHOTO HABYAHHS JIJIST MAJTFOKIB.

Cnipn 3ayBakut,io HaBuaHHs y mkonax CIIA tpusae 12 pokis. Ilepmium
mo4yaTKOBUM eTarnioM ocBiTH € Elementary School, ne HaBuatoThecs aitu 3 1 no 4
kimac. Taki IIKoMW 3a3BHYail  3HAXOMATHCA B KOKHOMY MaJICHBKOMY
MIKpOpaloHI MiCTa Ta MarOTh MPUB’SI3KY 10 MICIS TPOKWBAHHS IUTHHHU.
[Iporpama HaBYaHHS y IIKOJAaX CKJIAJA€ThCS TAKUM YHMHOM, II0O JITH OLIbIIe
MOTTH Ji3HATHCS 3a 4Yac YPOKY, ITOCTaBHTH IHTAHHSI BYMTEIIO Ta MPOBECTH
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